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“AN EXPOSURE OF FREE MASONRY! 


TO WILLIAM WILLIAMS, ESQ., M. P. PROVINCIAL 
_ GRAND MASTER OF THE SOCIETY OF FREE MA- 
SONS FOR THE COUNTY OF DORSET... 


"LETTER 1. 


. Sir, Dorchester Gaol, May 8, 1825. 

- Teatturate, that my last effort in Dorchester Gaol will be the 
annihilation of Free Masonry, at least, such an exposuré of it, as 
shall shame sensible and honourable men from joining it, and 
draw many from it, if such there be among you., The Christian 
Religion, I have so far annihilated, as to shew, that no such a 
person as Jesus Christ ever existed, and that, the fable of that 
name is of Grecian and and not of Jewish origin.- This point 
shakes your pretensions as to an identification with the Christian 
idolatry. Against this exposure, Christianity can never again 
. raise its head; though, doubtless, as a habit, and as an institu- 
_~ tion vastly profitable to thousands, it will linger on its existence 
_ for-years, and its opponents will sustain further calumnies and per- 
secutions. The Jews, as a nation I have shewn to have origih- 
ated with the Babylonian Colonization, as far as existing records 
leads us, that they never took possession of the land now called 
Judea, as described in the book of Joshua. 1 mention this cir- 
cumstance, in particular; because, it will assist me, in exposing 
the gross impositions which modern Free-masonry has establish- 
ed in its pretensions. to antiquity. The existence of such a God, 
as any man has ever taught in hypothesis, I have clearly" shewn 
tobe impossible, which is another circumstance, that adds to my 
‘competency to shatter Free-masonry, as far as the pen can do 
it. This is the last deep rooted delusion which I have to com- 
bat; and having done this,°] may fairly consider, that I have 
triumphed over the powers of this hell in which I am engulphed, 
and that, like another Hercules, or another Jesus Christ, I shall 








Ss tise’ again to the enjoyment of heaven, ora purified state of society. 
is + Printed and Published by R. Carlile, 135, Fleet Street. 
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THE REPUBLICAN. 


About a year ago; I wrote a paper on secrecy, which was 
printed in No. 8, of Tue Moratist.. My argument was, that 
there was scarcely an exception in which secrecy was not a vice. 
In that paper, 1 made the following allusion to Freemasonry : 
‘In sects and among parties, there is a sort of fundamental se- 
erecy, that forms their stamina. There is an object concealed, 
which does not resemble that which is preached as the cause of 
associating as a sect or-party. There is some advantage to be 
gained over other sects,as a: monopoly of power, profit, or interest, 
with the few of the leading persons, who associate as a sect. In 
Freemasonry, for instance these is a great cry of some profound 
secret among them; but the GRaND SECRET Is, that they have 
NOSECRET. There might be idle forms and ceremonies, as there: 
are with most other sects; and there might be rules and regula- 
tions, for giving peculiar aid, in peculiar cases, to each other, as 
there are in most other sects; but, beyond this, there cannot pos- 
sibly be a secret worth knowing’to the whole of mankind ; for, 
had there been such, it would certainly have been divulged; no 
oath, no tie, would have kept it from the general knowledge. 
There is a supposition of a secret, which occasions an apparent 
mystery, that it has never been divulged to the public, the whole 
of which has its foundation in the fact, that there is no secret that 
can excite enough of interest to occasion its being divulged. The 
fidelity ofa Freemason consists in the absence of all ground to 
make a breach of faith. It is possible, that the junior members 
of the society might be led on step by step, under the supposition, 
that by and by, they are to know some grand secret; but it is a 
delusion; the time never comes, and habit becomes the stimulant 
to perseverance, and the practice of similar delusions upon others. 

‘‘ Masonry originated in a very dark age, when: there was, in 
fact,no knowledge among mankind, whereupon to found. an im- 
portant or valuable secret; and had it been the invention of some 
scientific accomplishment, the progress of science, at that day, 
would have left it a matter of insignificance. But, it is evident, 
that Masonry does not consist in any thing useful tomankind as a 
whole, or even to the members as a sect, or we should see them 
possessing superior advantages, which we do not see; we should 
see them superior to others in knowledge and manners, which we 
do not see. The writer has seen Masonsas ignorant and as base as 
the most ignorant and base of mankind ; but he does not know, that 
he has ever known any thing pre-eminent in the knowledge. or 
character of a Mason. The truth is—they are neither better nor 
worse for being Masons, and are on a level with the rest of man- 
kind, It is evident, that Masonry communicates no kind of use- 
ful knowledge; or it would be visible. Masons would be. distin- 
guished from others, which’ is not now the case. Signs, forms, 
and ceremonies, peculiar to themselves, they might have; but 
this ts not worthy of being called a secret; everyclass of children 
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are distinguished from every other class by such signs, forms, and 
ceremonies. It must consist of one of two things—an idle and 
useless association, or amonopoly of interest among its members. 
It is said, that Masonry inculcates benevolence, humanity, bro- 
therhood, and all the virtues; but all these virtues ought to bein | 
culcated,in a more enlarged manner, and not under the denomi- 
nation of Masonry. If Masonry has benefits which are withheld 
from the mass of mankind, that withholding constitutes inhuman- 
ity, malevolence, and vice. If it has no such benefits, it is an 
idle and mischievous association. 
“ As we are considering Masonry, mc re with reference to its much 
boasted seeret, than in any other sense, it may be observed; in the 
‘ first place, that Masons are but men; that men are only distinguish - 
edin superiority one over another by the amount of their knowledge, 
by the distance at which their knowledge removes them from other 
animals ; that any secret of any importance could only exist in a mat- 
ter of superior knowledge; that Masonry originated in a very igno- 
rant age and that, therefore, there can be no secret worthy of the 
consideration of mankind at this time. We repeat the apparent 
contradiction, but the fact, as applying to Masonry, that, the grand 
secret is, that there is no secret. Nothing but this could have with- 
stood the curiosity, the fickleness, and the characteristic inconstan- 
cy of mankind. Cry up any thing as a mystery, and the igno- 
rant, ever delighted or excited with the marvellous, will make 
this a marvellous matter, whilst it either has no meaning, or is a 
thing of the most commom occurrence, when stripped of the names 
and strange qualities thathavebeengivento it. Morality requires 
that there should be none of this deception upon the senses of the 
less discerning that there should be no secrecy that knowledge is 
an advantage which should be open and free to all and that no 
one should deceive any other one upon and any pretences whatever.” 
When I wrote this paper, I had not seen any description of 
Freemasonry, beyond Mr. Paine’s Essay upon that subject, which 
I have since learnt to be erroneous in all its inferences as to the 
secret or origin of masonry. And now, that the whole arcana of 
Masonry has been unfolded to me, I find, that I was correct in my 
deductions, and :I pronounce the above extract to be a complete 
epitome of Masonry. . 
_ ‘The publication of this paper in ‘‘The Moralist” excited an 
mierest among some Materialists who had been Masons, and they 
began to express a wish that I should, by their assistance, expose 
the Whole-dbuse. To this end I have been furnished with infor- 
mation from many persons, inhabiting very distant parts of En- 
gland, and I find that the various information agrees so well, as 
to justify me in concluding, that Iam master of all the Masonic 
Signs, words, tokens, purposes and ceremonies. 
I reasoned the matter with myself, upon the known relations of 
man to the things about him, and being free from superstition, I 
could not fail tocome toacorrect conclusion. Mr.Paine erred, in 
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giving the Masons a religious origin, and in inferring, that they 
were a sect which worshipped the sun.or practised a secret re- 
ligion. I saw, instinctively, that they could have no secret of 
any value to themselves or to others; and, as to a religion, I was 
sure, that nothing on that head, in this age of sects and supersti- 
tions, could require private association. 

The truth is that Masonry, as it now exists is a modern asso- 
ciation. It is not that sort of Freemasonry which existed prior to 
the change fromthe Roman Catholic to the Protestant Religion. 
Something of the new association was visible on the coming of the 
Stuarts to power‘in this country; but the civil war of the seven- 
teenth century nearly annihilatedit, by splitting it intoroyal, repub- 
lican, and religious associations, andit can scarcely be said to have 
had a real existence, or acontinuous existence, until the expulsion of 
the Stuarts, and the introduction of the present Guelph’ Family 
from hanover. No printed documents appeared concerning the 
association, until the year 1722 or 3, and prior to the seventeenth 
century, none but practical Masons belonged to the association, 
with the exception of a compliment paid to a few distinguished 
individuals, a king or his minister, or persons of that class. No 
Mason of this day can give the least particular account of Mason- 
ry, as it existed prior to the eighteenth century. No authentic 

rinted or manuscript documents, save one*, exist upon the sub- 
ject. Itis now a corrupted association, as it is well known, that 
money is the end and aim of proselytizing. Any ruffian, the trade 
1s now out of the question, that can raise a few pounds, can be 
made a Mason; and if he can pay for it, he may go through all 
the degrees in one night. It may not be the case with every 
lodge, some may be more strict and respectable than others ; 
but it is generally the case. It is now conducted upon the prin- . 
ciple, that one fool makes many, and as you pay before you know 
what for, each fool has no benefit in retracing his steps, he sees, 
that he may as well continue in the association to eat and drink 
at the expence of other fools to come. 

The name of the association, undoubtedly originated with the 
associations of real Masons before the Refoimation. Prior to 
that time, Masonry, or Architecture, may be considered to have 
been the only science that was studied or encouraged; as all 
men in power were interested in encouraging it: Kings were 
fond of splendid palaces: the aristocracy of strong and splendid 
castles : and the Priests of splendid’churches and religious onan 
The Roman Catholics of this day renounce the epithet of dark 
age, as applied to the times of the predominance of their sect, 
and point to ‘the splendid buildings which marked that era. The 
answer to this is, that the science of masonry was encouraged, 
and that science only, frem whence we may infer, that every 


_* This is a manuscript obtained by Mr. Locke from the Bodleian 
Library and shall be subsequently Sonied and commented upon. 
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thing of genius that existed was thrown into the furtherance of that 
science, as it dared not to shew itselfin any other. Whenthe Al- 
chymists began to make their experiments, they were prosecuted 
as sorcerers; and to evade that persecution, they formed them-> 
selves into the secret association of the Rosicrucians. An asso- 
ciation, which now seems to have been so changed or corrupted, 
as to be identified with modern Masonry, with a useless associa- 
tion, that encourages no one science, teaches no one useful thing, 
that communicates no one useful idea, but what may be gleaned 
from every book of.morals. Real Masons have no connection 
with those now called Free Masons; the association is an idle 
mockery of their craft: and the Chemists of this day, the real 
descendents, in respect of science, of the Alchymists of old, have 
no identification with the association of Rosicrusians. It shews, 
clearly, how habits of sect or association attach themselves to succes- 
sive generations of mankind after the original object for associat- 
ing is gone out of date. And this sectarianism is perpetuated ; 
because a few can profit by it. They feel a vested right in it, as 
you and fellow legislators so often talk about, and rather than re- 
linquish it, they will inflict,-or continue, any amount of injury 
upon the community at large, or on that portion which is affected 
by their conduct. , 
The splendid ruins, the masonic remnants, of Asia, of Africa and 
_ of Europe are enough to assure us, that Masonry has long been 
a distinguished craft. With its filial craft, sculpture, it seems to 
have predominated over all others. But what connection has 
this distinguished craft with the royal and raggamuftin mummery 
now called Freemasonry? None whatever. No more connection 
than exists between a childs’ toy boat of paper or wood and the 
highest state of ship-building. The one is a mere child’s play imi- 
tation of the other; and as Masons are children of the largest 
growth, their ceremonies deserve no better denomination than 
that of fools’ play, or, with reference to the trick of getting money 
from the uninitiated, rogues’ play. The present legislatare, in its 
war upon all other associations, that might have been in some 
degree useful, is morally bound to put down this associa- 
tion of Freemasons, which has even been improperly, though spe- 
cially, exempted in different acts of parliament. A more mis- 
cheivous association never‘existed in this nor in any other coun- 
try, as I shall prove, as I proceed in this exposure. 
When the Roman Catholic Religion, became predominant in 
Europe, it is known, that there existed associations of Masons. 
hese associations were of different kinds.- Some consisted of 
religious associations, and werea sort of moveable monastic sect, 
_ which went about in companies to build churches, chapels or 
other religious houses, without any other eharge than that of 
maintenance for their labour. This will, in a great measure ac- 
count for the extent. solidity and splendour of some of these 
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buildings. The religious had the materials for building in their 
own hands, and labour they obtained for the mere distribution of 
that food in charity which they were employed to distribrte. It 
was altogether a corporation concer, and not done, as now, by 
. Fates upon householders. This will account, too, for the size of 
some of the churches in parishes, where now, there, 1s not a tithe 
of inhabitants enough to fill them. Almost every church had 
some tatelary saint, some relic and some peculiar festivals, on which 
as is now the case in Roman Catholic countries, the people flock 
from surrounding parishes, not only to fillthe church, but to form 
a mass of twenty or thirty deep around it. Here, then, is a rea- 
son for the existence of those large churches in small parishes, 
for which Mr. Cobbett cannot otherwise account, than by suppos- 
ing that they were once more thickly peopled. 

It is very probable, that these associations of Masons are as 
old as Masonry itself, and that Masonry was the first known sci- 
ence. We know nothing in human civilation, that can be put 
upon a level with the advanced state of Masonry that is evinced in 
the ruins of Palmyra, of Thebes, and of many other places im Asia 
and Africa. But it is preposterous, in modern Freemasons, in 
men of all trades, or without trades, to connect themselves, as a 
perpetuated association, with the artists, who raised those splen- 
did monuments of Masonry, of which we have not even a history, 
not even a tradition. ' 

Other associations of Masons existed in England, and in 
Europe generally, as soon as the Christian Religion became 

owerful and raised stately houses for worship and for re- 
igious associations. These were chiefly for the regulation 
of the trade in general, and of wages in particular. These form 
the original of what are now called Freemasons. But these were 
really a trade society, such as those of vatious trades now exist- 
ing: and as Masonry then formed the principal trade, the Ma- 
sons became a formidable body: at one time menaced by acts of 
parliament, even with death bor their combinations; at another, 
caressed and receiving charters from the Ménarch. It is very 
probable, though we have no confirmation of the fact recorded, 
that the existence of the Masons, as a secret association, followed 
_. the Acts of parliament, which forbad them to refuse to work for 

Stated wages, and which made the refusal, and any combination 

to raise their wages, a capital offence. Here was a stimulus for 
Sectet association. Here was reason sufficient for all that secrecy 
of proceeding which now forms but a disgraceful mummery with 
| those called Freemasons. It is known, that these secret associa- 
tions of Masons triumphed over the laws which were enacted 
against them, and that triumph might have stimulated the perpe- 
tuity of the secret association of free and accepted Masons. But 


there is nothing to justify the existence of the foolery of modern 
masonic associations. 
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Again, the attempt, to connect the Masons of England or of 
Europe generally with those of Asia, is a gross imposition. There 
is no historical, there is no traditionary, ground for it. And the 
association of modern Freemasonry with Rosicrucianism, with the 
Knights Templars, Knights of St. John of Jerusalem, afterward 
Knights of Malta, and so forth, is still more preposterous, and a 
. paltry cheat upon the modern dupes of Masonry. To be sure, the 
Royal orders of Knighthood, and all these religious orders, form 
but amummery disgraceful to mankind; and a Chapter of Knights 
may be viewed as equally contemptible with a Lodge of Masons. 
Who can read of a King holding a Chapter of Knights, and see a 
number of men with fantastical dresses, with painted garters and 
ribbands, and a priest to pray with and to preach to them; who 
can think of a man kneeling down before another man and receiy- 
ing a rap on the shoulder with a sword, to be told that he may 
then rise.a Knight! who can think of a Chief Magistrate occupi- 
ed in decorating warriors, and statesmen, and pimps, and cuck- 
olds, with a ribband, a star or a garter, and not say, that it is dis- 
gracetul to see public men, or any men, wasting their time with 
such nonsense? What, but the most contemptible vanity can make 
a man respect a-ribband, a garter, or a star, as a emblem of any 
thing? What wise man values emblems? Why do we pity the In- 
dian and the African for his admiration of trinkets, glass beads, 
- and such like trifles, for which the most valuable articles may be 
obtained in exchange, whilst we see our highest official men 
‘amused with such trifles as an order of Knighthood, or a title, 
and ready to yield for it the most substantial benefits and the 
most honourable acquisitions. Wherein do our fancied great men 
differ from the poor ignorant Indian that values a bauble before 
all things? What honour can there be in a Ribband, a Garter, or 
a Star? What have these baubles to do with honourable conduct 
among mankind? Nothing whatever: and it is well known, that 
they are now the heralds of some disgraceful conduct, and not of 
honourable character. I would not change character and situa- 
tion, if it were possible, with any Knight in Christendom; yet, I 
have neither stars,-ribbands, nor garters, and would spurn them 
as-an insult, if offered to-me by any King in Europe. I had - 
rather be the writer or speaker of one good sentence in favour of 
good laws, good morals, or good. government, than be the holder’ 
of every order of Knighthood in Europe. And I feel assured, that 
I have written many good sentences on each of these three heads, 
and have assisted to print and promulgate many more. Away 
then with all your Knight Errantry and knightly Vanity, with all your 
Masonic Degrees, with all your mummeries and associations, 're- 
ligious, or political, or convivial, and come good laws, good morals, 
good government—come a well educated people free from all such 
nonsense, from all such sources of sectarianism and disagreement, 
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from all such disgraceful distinctions and associations, that do 
nothing but impede improvement and perpetuate ignorance. 

Pythagoras has been called a Mason, and modern Masons have 
the ignorant vanity to call themselves, or their institutions a rem- 
nant of that branch of philosophy which he taught! They are 
also wild enough to associate themselves’ with the exoteric 
doctrines of the Egyptian Priests! It is on record, that both Py- 
thagoras and Plato submitted to be initiated into the mysteries of 
these Egyptian Priests; but the most reasonable conjecture is, 
that these Priests held, as their exoteric or private doctrine, some 
true accounts of the history of the earth and of physics generally, 
which they did not divulge to the mass of the people. In Free- 
masonry, I find nothing philosophical; nothing that has more pre- 
tensions to philosophy, than these royal, tailor and milliner ma- 
sons have, with their masonic tools, to practical masonry. In any 
matter of instruction, modern Freemasonry is contemptib}e indeed : 
as I shall by and bye explain. , 

Unnatural intercourse has been attributed to Masons, as 
they now exist in association, and though I do not believe 
any thing of the kind, I really think, that they, and ‘all men 
who form secret associations, merit the imputation. There 
exist those who will insist, that all religious mysteries have 
originated in conjunction with the practice of this unnatural in-. 
tercourse among men. [I cannot clearly see this; though f am 
disposed to think, that it has been occasionally the case. One 
very learned man promises to adduce authorities upon the subject. 
That the practice has been imported from the same soil, whence 
our European religions have been imported, is certain: and that 
the practice has existed most, where the greatest religious preten- 
sions have been made, is also certain. Nothing really good 
passes where women are necessarily or systematically excluded. 
They form the better half of mankind and should partake of all 
that passes. 

Out of the original Society of Freemasons has grown the ridi- 
culous practice of getting some public man and even women and 
children to lay the foundation stone of public buildings, with a 
— and other ceremonies. Thus we occasionally see a 

rince,a Duke; or a Bishop, handling a trowel and a mallet, un- 

der the pretence of laying the first stone of a building! Really, it 
is time, that these fooleries were abolished, and that these Princes, 
Dukes, and Bishops, should not only play at Masonry; but take 
a turn up and down the ladder with the hod. The conquered and 
oppressed Irish have served long enough in England as Brick- 
‘layers or Masons’ labourers. I am for a turn about. I would 
educate the Irish to better labour and make the Priests and a use- 
less aristocracy take their places. What say you, Irish Roman 
Catholics? { 

Having given a general outline of modern masonry, leaving the 
particulars to follow in a regular and distinct order, I infer, that 
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modern Freemasonry has no connection nor identity with that 
which existed as a trade -socfety among masons: that it has no 
antique character that. it is, in reality, in -England, but a thing-of 
the last century: that all its pretensions to traditions, which 
connect it with early associations of the kind are, false and 
cannot be proved: that it has no resemblance to what was 
originally called Freemasonry, and is no likeness of any thing 
that was in practice in the time of Pythagoras, or of the Egyptian 
Priests, of of the later religious associations of Christendom. 
It is very probable, that it has been the parent of similar non- 
sense called Druids Societies, Orange Societies, Odd-fellows 
Societies, and a variety of filthy spawn of that kind, general- 
ly the work of those who keep publichouses, to draw company 
and to sell their pernicious liquors to an infatuated and immoral 
crowd; but I shall now proceed to the minutic of the institution, 
and show, that it cannot possibly produce any general good, and 
that it cannot fail to produce a general evil, as a source of secta- 
rianism, of waste of time, of expences, of alehouse or tavern 
resort, and by teaching a multitude that none but those of their 
sect are entitled to their morality and benevolence. 

The real degrees in Freemasonry are three, called the Entered 
Apprentice, the Fellow Craft, and the Master: or, in the modern 
trade phrase, the apprentice, the journeyman and the master. 
It is quite ridiculous to suppase, that the Egyptian Priests, that 
Pythagoras, or that any of the religious associations of Knights, 
or Jesuits, or Monks of any kind, had any-such degrees. It is 
evidently wholly a matter of mechanical origin. Modern Freema- 
sonty has, to increase the amount of fraud, instituted nearly fifty 
degrees; for moving through every one of which there is some- 
thing to pay, and nothing new to be learned but pass-words and 
signs. | : 

A Lodge of Masons consists of the following officers: a Master 
who is. styled Worshipful, and may be considered the chairman of 
the assembly. ‘There may be also Past Masters, who have been 
Masters, and who are distinguished as to situation and conduct 
in the Lodge; but do not act authoritatively. The next to the 
Master, is the Senior Warden, then the Junior Warden, a Senior 
Deacon and a Junior Deacon, and, lastly, an Inner Guard and a 
Tiler, or Door Keepers, the one inside, the other outside, of the 
door, armel with swords. Their several duties can be best ex- 
plained by a iormal description of the opening of a lodge of En- 
tered Apprentices. There are some slight variances in the: pro- 
ceedings of the several lodges and from time to time in the same 
lodge; but the following description is nearly that of the Grand 
Lodge, and will, with subsequent explanations, enable any man to 
_ enter any lodge—not that I recommend any thing of the kind. 
To witness the idle mummery is not a matter of sufficient interest 
to excuse the falsehood of assuming to be a Mason when a man is 
not. 
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The company Kasembled to form a Lodge, the Master knocks 
for order, which is repeated by the Wardens, and the following 
dialogue begins :— 


Worshipful Master: Brethren, assist me to open the Lodge. Whatis the 
first care in the Lodge? 

Janior Warden, To see the Lodge properly tiled. 

W. M. Direct that duty to be done. 

J. W. Brother, Inner Guard, ascertain that the Lodge is properly tiled. 

The Inner Guard knocks three times on the door, which is answered by 
three knocks by the Tiler, or outer guard, andjis indicative that all is right, 
that there are no cowans or listeners about the Lodge. The Inner Guard 
reports to the Junior Warden, and the latter, with three knocks, and with 
signs to the Worshipful Master, reports that the Lodge is properly tiled. 
The W. M. then asks, What is the next care? which is answered by the 
Senior Warden—To see the Brethren appear to order as Masons. 

W. M. See that duty done. 

The Senior Wardon examines the persons present by the signs of an En- 
tered Apprentice, and, with signs, reports to the W. M. that none but Ma- 
sons are present. 

“W. M. To order, Brethren, as Masons in the first degree. Brother, Ju- 
nior Warden, How many principal officers are there in a Lodge? 

J. W. Three, namely, the Worshipful Master and his two Wardens. 

W. M. Brother, Senior Warden, How many assistants are there? 

S.-W. Three, besides the outer guard or Tiler, namely, the Senior and 
Jutiior Deacons and the Inner Guard. 

W. M. Brother, Junior Warden, where is the outer guard or Tiler 
placed ? - 

J. W. Without the door of the Lodge. 

W. M. His duty? 

J. W. Being armed with a drawn sword, to kecp all cowans and listeners 
frony masons, and to seo that the candidate fur admission comes properly 
prepared. | 

W. ™M. Brother, Senior Warden, where is the Inner Guard placed? 

S. W. Within the entrance of the Lodge. 

' W.M. His duty ? 

S. W. Toadmit Masons upon proof, to receive the candidate in due 
form, and to obey the commands of the Junier Warden. 

W. M. Brother, Junior Warden, where is the Junior Deacon placed ? 

J. W. At the right of the Senior Warden. 3 

W. M. His duty? 

J. W. To carry the messages and commands of the Worshipful Master 
from the Senior to the Junior Warden, that the same may be punctually 
obeyed. 

W. M. Brother, Senior Warden, where is the Senior Deacon placed ? 

S. W. At the right of the Worshipful Master. - 

W. M., His duty? 

8. W. To carry communications and commands from the Worshipful 
aro to ‘on bee eines and wait the return of the Junior Deacon. 

» M. Brother, Junior Warden, your constan 0 i 

J.W. In the south, ry t place in the Lodge? 

W. M. Why are you placed there? 

J.W. To mark the sun at its meri@iap, to call the Brethren from Jabour 
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to refreshment and from refreshment to labour, that profit and pleasure 
may be the result. ; 

W. M. Brother, Senior Warden, your constant place in the Lodge? 

S. W. In the west. 

W.M. Why are you placed there? 

S.W. To mark the setting sun, to closo the Lodge by the command of 
the Worshipful Master, after seeing that every one has his just dues. 

W. M. Worshipful and worthy Past Master, where is the Master's si- 
tuation in the Lodge? 

P. M. In the east. 

W. M. Why is he placed there? | 

P.M. As the sun rises in the east to open and enliven: the day, so the 
Worshipful Master is placed in the east, to open and enlighten his Lodge, 
to employ and instruct the brethren in Masonry. . 

W. M. Brethren, our Lodge being thus duly formed, before I proceed to 
declare it opened, let us invoke a blessing from the Great Architect of the 
Universe upoe all our undertakings. May our labour, thus begun in order, 
be conducted in peace and closed in harmony. 

P. M,. So mote it be. (The. Past Master then advances three steps, 
opens the Bible, and remains with his hand on it, until the ceremony 


finishes.) 
W. M. Brethren, ia the name of the Great Architect of the Universe, & 


declare this Lodge duly opened, for the purposes of Masonry in the first 
degree. ; 


+ 


The W.M., S. W., J. W., 1.G., and T. then give each three 
knocks, which announces the Lodge opened and calls the brethren 
to their seats, to order, &c. The Bible is opened at particular 
chapters, not worthy of mention here, and the business of the 
‘Lodge proceeds. If any doubtful brethren appear, they are made 
to take a new oath, that they are real Masons, and that they have 
not been expelled from any Lodge. sn TE 

The Lodge being duly opened, we will now suppose a candi- 
date applying for initiation. Inthe opening, we see nothing par- 
ticularly objectionable; nothing but what is ceremony to be 
laughed at and despised by reasonable and sensible men. In the 
initiation of a candidate, we shall find ceremonies that ought to ex~ 
cite our abhorrence, and that really surprised mej on reading a 
description of them. | , 

A eandidate for initiation has to make and sign a declaration, 
that he wishes to become a Mason, that is, to be initiated into 
some ceremonies of which he is, or is supposed to be, utterly ig- 
norant, and for which desire, he cannot, as a matter of course, as- 
sign a single reason beyond his curiosity. This, in itself, is an 
anomaly, that ought not to be tolerated, and one, that cannot be 
submitted to by a sensible and high-minded man. We shall find, 
that, to be made a Mason, a man has to submit to that which is an 
absolute degradation—to have his pockets emptied of his money, 
whatever amount it may be, and not a word is said about return- 
ing it; to be stripped neatly naked, or naked to the waist; to be 
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hood-winked.; to have a halter round the neck, and ‘to be led by 
_ that halter, with a sword pointed to the breast; and to be slip- 

shod. In this state, must a man submit to be led blindfolded, 
into a room full of company, who, of course, are tittering at the 
new, blind, and naked dupe, and what is to follow, whether de- 
cent or indecent, he knows not. He is warned, that, if he at- 
tempts. to retreat, the halter will strangle him, and if he presses 
forward, he will stab himself with the sword that is made to touch 
his breast. I repeat, that a honourable high-minded man could 
never submit to such a degradation: he is ever after dishonoured : 
a base thing, whose oath or whose word I would not value at a 
rush, until he felt a positive shame at what he had passed through, 
in being initiated into the foolery called Masonry. The form of 
initiation is thus :— 

The Declaration presented to the Lodge, and the Candidate 
proposed and approved, which is done by a ballot, if there be a 
division, a Brother called a Steward, is sent out to prepare him 
in an antichamber. This preparation consists of giving up all mo- 
ney, of putting off your dress to a nakedness above the small 
clothes, one knee bare, and to exchange your shoes for a loose 
pair of slippers, or, at least, to have your right heel loose and not 
confined in the shoe. You are blindfolded, and a rope, which is 
technically called, a Cable Tow, is put round your neck. In this 
state, the Steward leads you to the Tiler, or Outer Guard of the 
Lodge Door. The Tiler has to examine and see the candidate 
properly prepared, and to announce his approach by three knocks. 

The wt Guard announces an alarm, and is ordered to ask. 
who is there. The Steward or Tiler answers: 


A poor candidate is in a state of darkness, who comes of his 
own free will and accord, and also properly prepared, humbly 
soliciting to be admitted to the mysteries and privileges of Free- 
masonry. 

I. G. How does he hope to obtain those privileges ? 

T. By the help of God and the square of good report. 

1.G. Halt, till J make due report. (turning to the Master) 
Worshipful Master—a poor candidate, in a state of darkness, who 
has been well and worthily recommended, regularly proposed and 
approved in open Lodge, now comes of his own free will, and also- 
properly prepared, humbly soliciting to be admitted to the mys- 
teries and privileges of Freemasonry. 


W,M. How does he hope to obtain those privileges? 
1. G. By the help of God, being free born and of good repute. 
W.-M. The tongue of good. report has already been heard in 
his favour, do you, Brother Inner Guard, vouch that he is proper- 
ly ea 
.G. I do. 
W.M. Then let him be admitted jn due form. 
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1G. (to the candidate at the door) Enter free born and of 
good repute. 

W. M. (to the candidate) As no person can be made a’ Mason 
unless he is free-born and of mature age, I demand of you, are 
you free by birth and of the age of twenty-one years ? 

Candidate. Tam. | 

W.M. Thus assured, I will thank you to kneel, whilst the 
blessing of heaven is invoked on our proceedings. 

(W. M. prays) Vouchsafe thine aid, Almighty Father and su- 
preme governor of the universe, to this‘our present convention, and 
grant, that this candidate for Freemasonry may so dedicate and 
devote his life to thy service, as to become a true and faithful bro- 
ther amongst us. “Endow him with a competency of thy divine 
wisdom, that, assisted by the secrets of this our masonic art, he 
may the better be enabled to display the beauties of true godliness 
(masonry) to the honour and glory of thy holy name*. So mote 
itbe. 4 
W. M. Candidate, or Mr. Noodle, in all cases of difficulty and 
danger, in whom do you put your trust ? 

Mr. N. In God. 

W. M. Right glad am I to find your faith so well founded; re- 
lying on such sure support, and since your trust is so firmly 
placed, you may safely rise and follow your leader with a firm but 
humble confidence; for where the name of God is invoked, we 
trust no danger can ensue. The Brethren from the North, East, 
South, and West, will take notice, that Mr. Noodle is about to 
pass in view before them, to show, that he is a candidate properly 
prepared, and a fit and proper person to be made a mason. (He. 
is then conducted round with certain ceremonies, hereafier to be 
explained.) 

S. W. Worshipful Master, I present to you, Mr. Noodle, a 
candidate properly prepared to be made a mason. 

W.M. Brother Senior. Warden, your presentation shall be at- 
tended to; for which purpose, I shall address a few questions to 
the candidate, which I trust he will answer with candour :— 

Mr. Noodle, do you seriously declare, on your honour, that, 
unbiassed by the improper solicitation of friends against your own. 
inclinations, and uninfluenced by mercenary or other unworthy 
motives, you freely and voluntarily offer yourself a candidate for 
the mysteries and privileges of Freemasonry ? 

Mr. N. I do. : 

W. M. Do you likewise pledge yourself, that you are prompted: 
to solicit those privileges from a’ favourable opinion precone 
ceived of the ne a general desire of knowledge.and a sin- 


This forms another prcof, that Religion may be shaped lo suil any thing; : 
or any thing to suit Religion. All mummeries coalesce, 
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cere wish to render yourself more extensively serviceable to ‘your 
fellow-creatures ? 

Mr. N. I do. 

W.M. Do you further seriously declare: on your honour, that, 
avoiding fear on the one hand and rashness on the other, you will 
steadily persevere through the ceremony of. your-iuitiation, and, 
if once admitted, will afterwards act and abide by the ancient 
usages and established customs of the order. 
~ Mr. N.°I will. : 

W.M. Brother Senior Warden, you will direct the Junior 
Deacon to instruct the candidate to advance to the pedestal in 
due form. 

‘ $-W. Brother Junior Deacon, it is the Worshipful Master’s 
command, that you instruct the candidate to advance to the chair 
im due form. (This form is by three irregular steps.) 

W.M. Mr. Noodle, it is my daty to inform you, that Masonry 
is free, and requires a perfect freedom of inclination in every can- 
didate for its mysteries. It is founded on the purest principles of 
piety and virtue, It possesses great and invaluable privileges to 
worthy men, and, I trust, to the worthy alone. Vows of fidelity 
are required ; but let me assure you, that, in those vows, there is 
nothing incompatible with your civil, moral, or religious duties. 
Are you, therefore, willing to take a solemn obligation, founded 
onthe principles J have stated, to keep inviolate the secrets and 
mysteries of the order ? 

Mr. N. I am. 

W. M. Then you will kneel with your left knee, keeping your 
right foot inthe form of a square, place your right hand on this 
book, which is the volume of the sacred law, while, with your left, 
you will support one point of these compasses to your naked left 
breast, so as not to hurt yourself: and then repeat the following 
obligation:— : 
~ I, Doodle Noodle, in the presence of the great architect of the 
universe, and of this warranted, worthy and worshipful Lodge of 
free and accepted Masons, regularly assembled and properly de- 
dicated, of my own free will and accord, do, hereby and hereon, 
most solemnly and sincerely swear, that I will always hale, con- 
ceal, and never reveal, any part or parts, point or points, of the 
secrets and mysteries of or belonging to free and accepted ma- 
sons in masonry, which have been, shall now, or hereafter may be, 
communicated to me, unless it be to a true and lawful brother or 
brothers, and not even to him or them, till after due trial, strict 
examination, or sure information from a well known brother, that 
he or they ate worthy of that confidence, or in the body of 
a just, perfect and regular lodge of accepted Freemasons. I 
further solemaly promise, that I will not write those secrets, print, 
carve, engrave, or otherwise them delineate, or cause or suffer 
them to be so done by others, if in my power to prevent it, on any 
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thing moveable or immoveable under the canopy of heaven, 
whereby or whereon any letter, character, or figure, or the least 
trace of a letter, character, or figure, may become legible-or intel- 
ligible to myself, or to any one in the world, so that our secrets, 
arts, and hidden mysteries, may improperly become known through 
my unworthiness, These several points, I solemnly swear to ob- 
serve, without évasion, equivocation, or mental reservation of any 
kind, under no less a penalty, on the violation of any of them, 
than to have my throat cut across, my tongue torn out by the root 
and burted in the sand of the sea at low water mark, or a cable’s 
length from the shore, whtre the tides regularly ebb and flow twice 
in twenty-four hours, or the more efficient punishment of being 
branded as-a wilfully perjured individual, void of all moral worth 
and unfit to be received in this warranted lodge, or in any other 
warranted lodge, or society of masons, who prize honour and vir- 
tue above all the external advantages of rank and fortune, so 
help me God, and keep me_stedfast in this my great and solema 
obligation of an Entered Apprentice Free Mason. 

W.M. What you have repeated may be considered a sacred 
promise as a pledge of your fidelity, and to render it a solemn 
obligation, I will thank you to seal it with your lips on the volume 
of the sacred law. (Noodle kisses the book.) 


Here I must stop and comment. If I know any thing of the 
law of this country, I proclaim the administration of this oath un- 
lawful. It is the most offensive oath of the kind that ever came 
under my observation. Ihave many forms of it, relating to the 
Entered Apprentice, all agreeing in substance and effect, though 
varying in words, with the exception, that one of them omits the 
throat cutting. ‘This makes me to infer, that the various lodges 
are not regulated by the precise words of each other, though the 
substance and effect is the same. But I infer also, that this throat 
eulling isa genuine part of this most foul oath ; because one of 
thesigns of the Entered Apprentice, called the penal sign, is, todraw 
his thumb across his throat, as an expression of his will to have it 
cut, rather than expose the secrets of masonry, pretended se: rets, 
indeed, for there is nothing worthy of being called a secret or mys- 
tery, nothing that any man might desire to conceal, but the taking 
of this most foul and unlawful oath, in a state of comparative nu- 
dity and blindness—blindness of the understanding as well as of the 
eyes; for the candidate knows not yet for what it is that he has 
promised to have his throat cut, rather than reveal, and this isa 
matter which must add to the illegality of this coarse and foul 
oath, : 

Oaths, in general, are supposed to bind a man to his fancied 
god, in the way of promise ; but this oath is‘a sworn violation of 
the law of the country; an oath made conditionally to violate that 
Jaw; for itis even unlawful for a man to cut his-own throat; and 
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his revealing of this nonsense called freemasonry, would uot exo- 
nerate, from the penalty of the law, any man, who shonld even as- 
saulthim. Nor is it any excuse to say, that, in reality, there is no 
secret to be revealed, and that, consequently, the oath is in its 
nature null and void. It is to all intents and purposes an illegal 
oath: itis a binding of men, who ought to be alike subject to 


one general. law, to a particular law, which is not binding upon 


all, and a law that is opposed to the general law. Let us seek 
an instance. 

The present Duke of York, who is the heir apparent to the 
crown of this kingdom, is well known to be both a mason and an 
orangeman : if not a sworn orangeman, an ayowed patron of the 
society. As a proof that he is a mason, I copy a paragraph that 
appeared in differeut.newspapers a few weeks back to the follow- 
ing effect :— 


MASONIC SOLEMNITY. 


An interesting event to the Masonic fraternity took place on 
Saturday last, which on every account cannot fail to be most gras 
tifying to the craft. His Royal Highness the Duke of York hav- 
ing graciously intimated his desire of being advanced to the de- 
gree of Royal Arch, a special grand chapter was convened for the 
purpose by command of his Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex, 
G.M. of Freemasons in England. Most of the grand officers 
attended, every one being anxious to express to his Royal High- 
ness the Duke of York the sense that was entertained both of his 
Royal Highness’s condescension, and of the advantages which 
would ensue to Masonry from this signal proof of his Royal 
Highness’s regard for the Institution, and of his increased appro- 
bation of the conduct and principles of British masons. His 
Royal Highness was received at five o’clock in Freemason’s Hall 
(which had been expressly fitted up for the occasion) by the Grand 
Master and officers, with every suitable acknowledgment; and 
after undergoing the accustomed solemnities, his Royal Highness 
was invested by his Royal Brother with a highly valuable jewel, a 
present from the Grand Chapter of England, in commemoration 
of this interesting event. The Right Hon. Viscount. Duncan, 
Past Grand Master of Scotland, was afterwards introduced; and 
admitted to the same degree, and the business of the Chapter was 
closed. Their Royal Highnesses, accompanied by the grand Offi- 
cers, then proceeded to the glee room, where a splendid banquet 
was prepared ; and after an evening of true conviviality and hars 
mony, their Royal Highnesses retired at ten o'clock, amidst. the 


- plaudits of the company, leaving the Deputy Grand Master, Lord 


Dundas, in the Chair. Among the brethren assembled were the 
following Noblemen and distinguished characters :—The Duke of 
Leinster; Earls of Rosslyn, Donoughmore, and Kingston; Vis- 
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cotmt Danean; ‘Lords Dundas and Mountford ; Hon. W. Shirley, 
Sir MO W. Ridley, M.P., Mr. Lambton, M. P., W. Williams, 
Esq. M. P., J. Ramsbottom, Esq. M: P., Col. Wildman, Col. 
Tynte, M. P.; Sir W. Rawlins, Col. Hamilton, Rev. G. A. Browne, 
W. Wix, Esq., Messrs. Agar, Harper, White, and other Grand 
Officers of the fraternity. 

Here, then, we have the Duke of York as a Royal Arch Mason. 
Itis also on record, that he accepted the patronage of an Orange 
Lodge, a few years back, though clamour on the occasion induced 
him subsequently to renounce that patronage. This Royal Duke, 
who professes to be conscientious about oaths, who, by the bye, 
calculates‘upon being King, and who is, in fact, already, a mem~ 
ber of the legislature, is evidently already bound by contradictory 
oaths: and the oath which he will have to take as King, will, 
evidently, be an oath to violate an oath. He will swear to main- 
tain the general laws of the country, which. will be a violation of 
his oath as a mason; for, in that oath, he has already sworn to 
violate that general law, under certain conditions. In his kingly 
oath, he will have to swear, that he will administer the laws in — 
justice and‘ mercy to all the people of these realms; and he has, 
before hand, sworn, in the House of Lords, so help him God, that 
he will not shew either justice or mercy to a sect of six or seven 
miltions of the people of these realms called Roman Catholics; 
that he will not admit them to any share in the legislature, or to 
any public office, but that of a soldier and sailor, to be shot at or 
sabred or bayonetted for his amusement. What further proof 
need we, to perceive, that every kind of oath-making is a vice in — 
society? and that the injunction of the New Testament—swear not 
at all, is the best injunction in it? ; : 

Again, let us consider the degrading character of this Freema- 
sonry. Every one of the brothers of the Royal Family is, I be- 
lieve, a Freemason, at least, I recollect reading an account in the 
papers, of the Duke of Sussex toasting his mother, as the mother’ 
of six Masons. Ifshe had been the mother of six practical house 
building masons, it would have been more to her credit. But let 
that pass: she was, I believe, a very good mother, though a bad 
mother-in-law; a very good wife, though a bad queen. These 
six Royal Masons have each a chance of becoming the King of © 
this country: one of them is already so. Here, then, we learn, 
from this exposure of Freemasonry, that the present King, who 
calls himself: the grand patron of this foul oath-making, of this 
bare-skin exhibition, was blindfolded, stripped nearly naked— 
naked with the exception of small-clothes and one stocking, led’ ” 
about at the pleasure of others in this state, required to take this 
oath, that he would allow his throat to be cut if he eaposed the 
trick; the very idea of which, in my view of the matter, would 
come within the law ef High Treason. Certainly, it isa matter of 
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High Treason, to assume the right to cut the throat of the heir ap- 
parent to the throne; and by quibbles at law, much more strained 
or far fetched than this, many a man has been hanged. In the 
reizn of one of the Richards, a London grocer was hanged and 
quartered, for saying, that he would make his son_heir to the 
crown; when the poor creature meant nothing more than the em. 
blem of the crown which was the sign of his shop, and expressive 
of his attachment to it. I am inclined to think, that the oath ad- 
ministered to the present King, or to the present Duke of York, in 
any degree of Freemasonry, would bring all the parties concerned, 
the swearer excepted, within the pale of the law of High Treason, 
And, as the King, or Heir Apparent, has no legal right to consent 
to have his own throat cut, in strict law, I incline to think, that 
the matter would afford a sufficient justification for his expulsion 
from the throne, or for withholding the crown from the Heir Ap- 
parent. . The King of this country, according to the strict letter 
of the law, should take the crown free from all previous oaths 
that can affect his kingly conduct. If he cannot do this, he is not 
in a free state, not fit to act upon the essential character of a le- 
gal king in this country. This is taking a lawyer's view of the 
matter. 

But this oath is equally objectionable, in every moral point of 
view. It binds a man to that, to which he should not be bound; 
and if oath-making be a sacred or serious matter, in the view of 
any individual, he must look upon this Freemason’s oath as most 
foul and profane. Ifthe oath be fairly binding, it is both illegal 
and immoral; if not biuding, itis a mockery of a matter, that 
should not be mocked. Well might Shelley observe, that the 
name of God is invoked to fence about all crimes with holiness. 

_ But what.aclamour do we hear about other oaths; about the 
oaths of the Roman Catholics, and their refusal to take certain 
oaths; about the oaths of men in trade combinations, or for any 
other even useful purpose? And where do they find the example 
of secret societies and of secret oaths—where, but in this idle and 
mischievous society of Freemasons, supported by all the Royal 
Family, by a large portion of the aristocracy, and by many priests? 
Read the following simple and even moral and useful oath of the 
Scotch Reformers, in the neighbourhood of Glasgow; consider 
what a clamour it produced, what an affectation of being shocked 
by all the members of the legislature, many of whom were Free- 
masons! Read and compare it with the abominable oath of the 
Masons, and then say, which ought to have been first put down— 
the oath-making Masons, or the oath-making Reformers. I de- 
precate all oaths, all secret meetings, and secrecy in every shape. 
I see, that it produces nothing but mischief, and will ever set my 
face against it; therefore, I do not admire this Reformer’s oath, 
though the end sought was moral, legal and good. The then Lord 
Advocate for Scotland, in 1817, read this oath in the House of 
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Commons, All the members affected to be. taken by surprise, to 
be dreadfully shocked, and scarcely a word was subsequently said 
against the suspension of the Habeas Corpus Act, and all the vio- 
jent measures of Castlereagh and_his colleagues of that day. . It 
is not to be denied, that this oath was extensively taken in the 
populous districts of Scotland; but it is probable, that it was in- 
troduced by some government agent, or some person who approved 
the binding effects of a Freemason’s oath. The Reformer’s oath 
was as follows :— 

‘In the awful presence of God, I, A. B. do voluntarily swear, 
that I will persevVere in my endeavouring to form a brotherhood of 
affection, amongst Britons of every description, who are consi- 
dered worthy of confidence; and that I will persevere in my en- 
deavours to obtain, for all the people in Great Britain and Ireland, 
not disqualified by crimes or insanity, the elective franchise at the 
age of twenty-one, with free and equal representation, and annual 
parliaments; and that I will support the same to the utmost of my 
power, either by moral or physical strength, as the case may re- 
quire. And I do farther swear, that neither hopes, fears, rewards 
nor punishments, shall induce me to inform on, or give evidence 
against, any member or members, collectively or individually, for 
any act or expression done or made, in or out, in this or similar 
societies, under the punishment of death, to be inflicted on me by 
any member or members of such societies. So help me God, and 
keep me steadfast.” 

There is something objectionable in this oath, as there must be 
in all oaths; but it is not so foul and foolish as the oaths taken 
by Freemasons. 

The conduct of the Quakers is highly commendable, in making 
their simple affirmation to be equal to an oath. No greater insult 
can be offered to a man, if the matter be fairly considered, than to 
compel him to take an oath. It imputes to him a disposition to 
lie, and that his word is of no weight, unless delivered with this 
ceremony. It pronounces him a liar by anticipation, or before, 
perhaps, he has shewn any such disposition, And ifa man hasa 
disposition to lie, to what in his character shall we look for a se- 
curity upon his oath? ‘Fo religion? Be religion what it may, sis 
former habit of lying is a proof that it does not moralize his mind ; 
and therefore, can add no new impression by an oath. 

To make a distinction betweena simple affirmation and an oath, 
is to encourage lying: it is the same as to say, that lying is not a 
vice whilst it is not practised under the form of an oath, This 
oath-making isa relic of ignorance and barbarous mannets, and 
is a vice in its every relation. Mankind are fettered by oaths, not 
one of which has a good object, not one of which produces any 
rood. Sects in religion swear to oppose each other without say- 
ing a word about instruction, or about an inquiry or discussion 
whether one or boily may not be wrong. Other oaths are pre 
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mises to maintain certain systems and offices without the least re- 
ference to the question, whether better may not be discovered, 
Oaths of allegiance to Princes make no exceptions as to the pre- 
sent or future character. Oaths are generally positive and indis- 
criminative, and are more often vows to do wrong, than to do 
right. Good laws would not require them—good morals would 
feel wounded by them: they are at once, in all cases, useless and 
vicious ; whilst secret oaths are a horrible outrage upon a come 
munity *. 


* The report of a debate in the House of Commous, on Monday, June 
27th, affords another proof of the evil of secret oaths, and exhibits plainly 
that Freemasonry has been the parent ef all these secret combinations, The 
subject of the debate was an amendment of the combination laws. The 
speaker, Mr. Wallace. ‘The,following documents are extracted :— 


“Tn Scotland, a system of the most alarming nature had been organised ; 
and in the city of Glasgow its effects were formidably seen. ‘The oath which 
was administered to the operalives in that district was amply suflicient to 
prove the destructive character of the combinations. It was in these terms: 
—* 1 A.B. do voluntarily swear, in the awful presence of almighty God, and 
before these witnesses, that I will execute with zeal and alacrity, as far as 
in me lies, every task or injunction which the majority of my brethren shall 
— upon me in furtherance of our common welfare—as the chastisement 
of knobs, the assassination of oppressive and tyrannical masters, or the de- 
molition of shops that shall be deemed incorrigible ; and also, that I will 
rete contribute to the support of sueh of my brethren as shall lose 
their work in consequence of their exertions against egg Th renounce it 
in resistance to a reduction of wages ; and I do further swear, that I will 
never divulge the above obligation, unless I shall have been duly authorised 
and appointed to administer the same.to persons making application for ad- 
mission, or to members constrained to become members of our fraternity.’ 
(Hear, hear.) He put it to the House, whether any thing could be more 
horrible or more dangerous to the peace of the community than such an as- 
sociation, composed of a vast multitude of persons who, under the seal of 
an oath, premeditated assassination, and bound themselves together by such 
strong and powerfal ties. (Hear, bear.) If any thing could- give a more 
frightful view of the intentions of these combined assemblies, that would be 
afforded by the evidence of John Kean, taken before a Magistrate, who was 
punished for his crime. 


* Glasgow Jail, May 9, 1825. 
“ T, Jouw Kean, present prisoner in the Tolbooth of Glasgow, deciare, that 
there are three districts in and around Glasgow, consisting of 800 cotton- 
spinners or thereabouts, who were formerly in the habit of having pass- 
words and signs, but since tbe passing of Mr. Hume’s Act, they make no use 
of them, and the object they have in view is to keep up their wages. ‘There 
are two committee men appointed from each district, whose duty is to con- 
duct the business of their respective districts, and to report to the select 
eommittee, who are three in number, that are also changed every three 
months ; those three persons that are selected as committee, men are not 
known to the operatives, except the district committees, who are sworn that 
they will not make known the names of the committee men. The two com- 
mittee men of the Bridgeton district are Thomas M‘Gonn, cotton-spinner, 
Landressee-street, and works.in Barrowfield mill, and William M‘Lea, re- 
siding in Mile-end, and works in Lindsay, Ewing, and Company’s mill, mile- 
end, who were the two persons that employed the declarant ; and John Gil- 
lan, who lodges in Bains, a shoemaker, head of Struthere-street; Danicl 
Orr, residing with his mother in Mill-street, Calton; John Campbell, re- 
siding with his father in Muslin-street, and who supplied them with pistols, 
and gave them money to buy ammunition: thinks the pistols, which were 
new, were bought in Paisley; Daniel Orr and John Campbell bought the 
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In the description of the Masonic ceremony, I left off at the 
consummation of the oath. It procecds as follows : 


W.M. Brother Noodle, having been kept a considerable time 
in a state of darkness, what, in your present situation, is the most 
predominant wish of your heart? 

N. Light, 

W.M. Brother Junior Deacon, let that blessing be restored to 


powder and shot, he thinks, in Moses M‘Culloch’s shop in Gallowgate.— 
They were to receive a reward of £100 or thereabouts; and provided they 
succeeded, more money was to be advanced by the committee. Messrs, 
Wright, Dunlop, Lindsay, and Ewing, were particularly pointed out to them 
as persons whose life should be taken as soon as possible. Gillan was the 
person who, along with the declarant, fired at Graham; heard that George 
M‘Donald was the person that shot at Robert Walsen. The committees met 
al one time in the house of Peter M‘Arthur, King-street, Glasgow; and 
since M‘Arthar left King-street, they met in William Ewing’s house (ta- 
vern), east-side High-street of Glasgow, every Saturday night between the 
hours of eight and nine o’clock. 
* JOHN KEAN,” 


I, also, put it to the House and to the country, whether the Freemason’s 
oath docs not encourage assassination, and whether such oaths do not tend 
to make assassination familiar to those who take them. Each of Mr. Wal- 
lace’s sentences, in the way of comment, will apply to the Freemason’s oath. 
The Freemasons premeditate assassination, in acknowledging the right of a 
brother to cut a throat on certain conditions. 

We lind also that these combined workmen had signs and pass-words, 
which they relinquished when the law allowed them to unite to preventop- 
pression on the part of the masters: and so far they proved, that they were 
more honourably united than are the Freemasons and fora more useful pur- 
pose. They did nol fear to be open, when no penalty reached them as a 
trade combination. The Freemasons are asecret combination without a use- 
ful purpose; without any purpose, indeed, but that of trick, cheat, and im- 

sture, 

The above oath, like the oath of the Scotch Reformers, is evidently of 
Freemason origin. Each of them breathes the spirit and is of the same tc- 
nour as the Mason’s oath: and, doubtless, was drawn up by a person ac- 
quainted with the latter oath. : 

I deprecate these secret associations among journeymen, and am surc, 
from experience, that no good ever did or ever can arise from them. - In this, 
as i. all other cases, what is not fit to be done openly, is not fit to be done 
at all, 

Mr. Wallace should renounce, if he be a Mason, as well as his colleague, 
or denounce, if he be not, the societies of Masons, which clearly form the 
example of all such combinations as that of the Glasgow workmen, To be 
a Freemason, is certainly a legal disqualification for the Magistracy, or for 
any public office. A man is not competent to be a Icgislator, under such 
lies as Masonry imposes upon him. The Duke of York, so affectedly con- 
scientious about the coronation oath, does not scruple to premeditate as- 
sassinalion as a Mason, aid to encourage it by his oath in being made a 
Mason. Suppose a Mason to expose the ceremonies of Masonry, as many 
respectable men, ashamed of their former delusion by the light of the doc- 
trines of materialism, have done tome; suppose a Mason, who is stil! in 
masonic DARKNESS (not LIGHT, Brother Williams) to cut the throat of one 
of these men, for having risen above and grown ashamed of Masonry : how 
is the King, as the self-styled Grand Patron of Freemasonry, conscientious - 
ly to allow the law to take its course upon the masonic cut-throat? Do not 
his oaths—his oath as a Mason and his oath asa King of this country, clash ? 
If the Freemasons do not break up their Lodges of themselves, beiore ano- 
ther session of Parliament, I will certainly petition the House of Commons, 
with an exposition of their oath, for a legal abolition of the combination. L 
shall like to bear whet the masonic members wii! say, after the abolilien of 
the Catholic Association, and condemnation of all secret associations. 
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the candidate. (The Junior Deacon removes the bandage from 
the eyes of the candidate.) Having been restored to the blessing 
of material light, let me point out to your attention what we con- 
sider the three great though emblematic lights in Masoury— 
namely, the Volume of the Sacred Law, the Square and the Com- 
passes. The sacred volume is to rule and govern our faith: the 
square to regulate our actions: and the compasses to keep us 
within due bounds with all mankind, particularly with our bre- 
thren in Masonry. Rise newly obligated brother among masons. 
(He rises.) You are now enabled to discover the three lesser 
lights in masonry. They are situated East, South, and West, and 
are meant to represent the Sun, Moon, and Master of the Lodge. (!) 
The Sun to rule the day, the Moon to govern the night, and the 
Master to rule and direct his lodge. 

By your meek and candid behaviour this evening, you have es- 
caped two great dangers; but there is a third which will await you 
to the latest period of your existence. The dangers which you 
have escaped are those of stabbing and strangling ; for, at your 
entrance into the lodge, this sword was presented to your naked 
left breast, so that had you rashly attempted to rush forward, 
you would have been accessary to your own death by stabbing. 
Not so, ‘with the Brother who held it; as he would have only re- 
mained firm to do his duty*. There was likewise this Cable Tow 
(halter) with a running noose about your neck, which would have 
rendered any attempt to retreat equally fatal by strangling. But 
the danger which will await you to your latest hour is the penalty 
of your obligation, that you would rather have your throat cut 
across, than to improperly divulge the secrets of masonry. 

You, having taken the solemn obligation of Masonry, 1 am now 
permitted to inform you, that there are several degrees in Free 
Masonry, and peculiar secrets restricted to-each. These, how- 
ever, are not communicated indiscriminately; but are conferred 
on candidates according to merit and abilities (to pay for them.) 
I shall now proceed to intrust you with the sign of this degree, 
or those marks, by which we are known to each other, and dis- 
tinguished from the rest of the world. I must first premise, for 
your general information, that all squares, levels and perpendicu- 
lars (alluding to the positions of the body and its limbs) are pro- 
per signs, by which to know a Mason. You are, therefore, ex- 
pected to stand perfectly crect,with your feet formed into a square, 
your body being considered an emblem of your mind and your 
feet of the rectitude of your actions. On your advancement from 
West to East, you advanced by three irregular steps ; irregular 
from the situation you were then in, not knowing where you were 
then going; but they allude to three more regular steps, namely, 
right lines and angles, morally teaching us upright lives and well 


* What is this, but conditionally premeditated assassination. 
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squared actions. You will now advance-towards me by one pace 
with your left foot, bringing the right heel into its hollow.— 
That is the first regular step in Freemasonry, and it is in this 
position, that the secrets of the degree are communicated. They 
consist of a sign, a grip or token, and a word. 

You will place your right hand in this position, (level, with the 
thumb extended in a square towards the throat). with the thumb 
to the left of the windpipe. The sign is given by drawing the 
hand smartly across the throat and dropping it to the side. This 
is in allusion to the penalty of your obligation, implying, that, as 
a man of honour and a Mason, you would rather have your throat 
cut across, than to improperly divulge the secrets intrusted to 
you. That is the sign. 

The Grip or Token is given by a distinct pressure of the top of 
your right hand thumb, on the first joint from the wrist, of your 
brother's right hand fore-finger, grasping the finger with your 
hand*. This demands a word, a word highly prized among ma- 
sons, as the guard to their privileges: too much caution cannot, 
therefore, be used in communicating it. It must never be given 
at length; but always either by letters or syllables; to enable 
you to do which, I must first tell you what the word is. It is 
Boaz. As in the course of the evening, you will be called on for 
this word, the Junior Deacon will now dictate the answers you 
are to give. Here the J. D..proceeds to instruct the candidate 
asto the common mode of salutation among Masons. Giving him 
the Grip, he asks What is this ?—Noodle. The Grip or Token of 
an Entered Apprentice Free Mason.—J, D. What does it demand ? 
Noodle. A word.—J.D. Will you give me that word-—Noodle. 
At my initiation, I was taught to be cautious; I will letter or 
halve it with you. Which you please, and begin. J. D. —B. Noo- 
dle O.—J. D.—A. Noodle Z.J. D. This word is derived from the 
left-hand pillar of the porch or entrance to King Solomon’s Tem- 
ple so named after the great grandfather of David, a prince and 
rul’er in Israel. The import of the word is strength. 

W.M. Brother Junior Deacon, pass the candidate to the Ju- 
nior Warden. 

J.D. Brother Junior Warden, I present to you Brother Nou- 
dle, on his initiation. 

J. W. I will thank Brother Noodle to advance towards me,as 
a mason. (He advances with the step and sign.) 

J. W. Have you any thing else to communicate? (Noodle gives 
the grip) What is this? 

Noodle. The grip or token of an Entered Apprentice Freee 
mason. 

J. W. What does it demand? Noodle. A word. 


* This is also a penal sign with Masons.. It refers to a supposed cus- 
tom among the inhabitants of Tyre of losing a finger at that joint fora 
erime, 
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J. W. Will you give me that word 2 

‘Noodle. At my initiation, I was taught to.be cautious, L wilt 
letter or halve it with you. 

J. W. Which you please and begin. (The word is then given : 
as before with the Junior Deacon, and the Junior Warden passes 
Noodle to the Senior Warden, where the same ceremony ts re- 
peated ; after which the S, W. passes him back to the Master.) 

S. W. Worshipful Master, I present to you Brother Noodie,.on 
his initiation, for some further mark of your favour. 

W.M. Brother Senior Warden, I deligate to you the authority 
to. invest him with the distinguishing badge of a mason. 

S$. W. Brother Noodle, by the Worshipful Master’s command, 
1 invest you with the distinguishing badge of a mason, which is 
more ancient than the Golden Fleece or Roman E ale, more ho- 
nourable than the Star and Garter, or any other order in exist- 
ence, being the badge of innocence and the bond of friendship. 
I. strongly exhort you ever to wear and to consider it as such. 
And I further inform you, that, if you never disgrace that badge, 
it will never disgrace you. 

W.M. Let me add to the observations of the Senior Warden, 
that you are never to put on that badge should there be any bro- 
ther in the lodge which you are about to visit with whom you are 
at variance, or against whom you entertain animosity. In such 
case, it is expected, that you will invite him to withdraw, in order 
to settle your differences amicably, which, if happily effected, you 
may then clothe yourselves, enter the lodge and work with that love 
and harmony, which ought always to characterize Freemasons. 
But if, unfortunately, your differences be of such a nature, as not 
to be easily adjusted, it were better that one or both of you should 
retire, than that the harmony of the Lodge be disturbed by your 
presence. 

W.M. Brother Junior Deacon, you will place our brother Noo- 
dle at the north-east part of the Lodge. 

W.M. Brother Noodle, it is customary at the erection of all 
stately and superb edifices, to lay the first or foundation stone at 
the North-East Corner of the building. You, being newly ad- 
mitted into Masonry, are placed at the North-East part of the 
Lodge, to represent figuratively that stone; and from the founda- 
tion laid this evening, may you raise a superstructure perfect in 
its parts and honourable to the builder. You now stand, to all 
external appearance, a just and upright mason. I give it to you 
in strong terms of recommendation ever to continue and to act 
as such. Indeed, I shall immediately put your principles, in some 
measure, to the test, by calling upon you to exercise that virtue 
which may justly be denominated the distinguishing characteris- 
tic of a Freemason’s heart. I mean Charaty. I need not here 
dilate upon its excellencies ; doubtless, it has often been felt and 
practised by you: suffice it to say, that it has the approbation of 
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leaven and of earth, and like its sister Mercy blesses him that 
gives as well as him that receives. In a society so widely extend- 
ed’as that of the Freemasons, whose branches are spread over 
the four divisions of the globe, it eannot be denied, that we have 
many members of rank aud affluence; neither can it be conceal- 
ed, that, ameng the thousands who range under its banners, 
there are some, who, perhaps, from circumstances of unavoidable. 
calamity and misfortune, are reduced to the lowest ebb of poverty 
and d.stress: oni their behalf, it is our usual custom to awaken 
the feelings of every newly made brother, by such a claim on his, 
charity, as his circumstances in life may fairly warrant. What- 
ever you feel disposed to give, deposit with the Junior Deacon, 
arid it will be thankfully received and faithfully applied. Noodle, 
I have been deprived of every thing valuable, or I would give 
freely. 

W. M.'I congratulate you on the honourable sentiments by 
which you are actuated, and likewise onthe inability which in the 
present instance precludes you from gratifying them. Believe 
me, this trial was not made with a view of sporting with your 
feelings: far from us be any such intention; but it was done for 
three cepecial reasons: first, as I have already premised, to put 
your principles to the test; second, to evince to the brethren, 
that you had neither money nor other metalli¢ substance about 
vou; for, if you had, the ceremony of your initiation thus far must 
have been repeated, which would have brought a blush on the 
face of your guide, for having so improperly ‘omitted that part of 
his duty: and thirdly, as a warning to your own heart, that 
should you, at any future period, meet a brother in distressed 
circumstances, who solicits your assistance, you may recollect 
the peculiar moment in which you were received into Masonry, 
poor and pennyless, and you will then cheerfully embrace the op- 
portunity of practising that virtue which you have professed to 
admire. 

You may now retire, for the purpose of being restored to your 
uecessary comforts (having been all this while comparatively na- 
ked), then return into the lodge and return thanks, after which, 
I shall give you further instructions and deliver a charge upon 
the excellency of our order and the qualifications of its members. 

Mr. Noodle then retires to restore his dress, and, on his re- 
turn, is piaced in the west, or opposite to the Master, where after 
making the penal sign of an entered apprentice, he returns thanks 
in the following words : 

Worshipful Master, Senior and Junior Wardens, Senior and 
Junior Deacons, and brethren of this lodge, I return you my most 
hearty and sincere thanks, for the honour you have done me, by 
making me a Mason, and by admitting me a member of this an; 
cient and honourable Society. 

W.M. Brother Noodle, as, in the course of the evening, ‘You 
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will becalled. upon, for certain fees for your initiation, it-is, but, 
proper; that you should know by. what authority. we, act... .These,: 
therefore, are our warrant from the Grand: Lodge.of England, )the. 
book of constitutions and the bye laws of the lodge; both of 
which I recommend to vonr most serious contemplation, as by the 
one.you will be instructed in the duties you owe to the craft in 
general, and by the other in those you owe to this lodge in par- 
ticular. 

-T new present to you the working tools of an Entered Apprete 
ti¢e Freemason, which are the twenty-four inch guage, the com~ 
mon gavel and the chisel. , 

°The twenty-four inch gaage is the first instrument put into the 
hand of the workman, to enable him to measure and ascertain’ 
the size and extent of the work he is about to engage in, thas to 
compute the time and labour it may cost. | 

The common gavel is an important instrument of labour and 
highly estectied as an implement of art; though recognized by 
viirious artists under different appellations, it is yet admitted by 
theni all, that no work of manual skill can be completed without it. 

The chisel is a'small instrument, though solid in its form, and 
of such exquisite sharpness, as fully to compensate for the dimi- 
niitiveness of its size. It is calculated to make impression on the 
liardest substance and the mightiest structures have been indebt- 

to its aid. . 

‘ But, as we have met, on the present occasion, as speculative, 
rather than as operative masons, it is the moral conveyed in those 
emblems that we are called upon more particularly to regard. 

‘From the twenty-four inch guage, we derive a lesson of daily 
admonition and instruction: for, as it is divided into twenty- 
four parts, it recalls to our mind the division of the natural day 
mto twenty-four hours, and directs us to apportionate them to 
ot proper objects—namely—prayer, labour, refreshment, and 

eep. 

‘oa mason, however, it may be further considered as the 
scale which comprehends the numerical apportionment of the 
different degrees, according to the several lodges, of which I am 
permitted to say, the first seven are appropriated to the Entered 
Apprentice. 

From the common gavel, we learn, that skill without exertion 
is of little avail, that labour is the lot of man; for the heart may 
conceive and the headl devise in vain, if the hand be not prompt 
to execute the design. 

‘From ‘the chisel; we learn, that: perseverance is necessary to 
establish perfection, that the rude material can receive its fine 
polish but from repeated efforts alone, that nothing short of in« 
defatigable exertion can induce the habit of virtue, enlighten the 
mind, and render the soul pure. | a 

_From'the whole we deduce this moral, that knowledge ground-, 
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As you lave now passed through the ceremonies of your initiation, 
allow me to congratulate you on being admitted a member of ous, 
ancient and honourable society. Ancient, no doubt, it ts, as 
having subsisted from time immemorial; and honourable it must 
he acknowledged to be; because, by a natural.tendency, it con- 
duces to make all those, honourable, who are strictly obedient to, 
its precepts. Indeed, no institution can boast a more solid foun 
dation, than that on which Freemasonry rests—the practice of 0- 
cial and moral virtue. To so high an eminence has its credit 
been advanced, that, in every age, monarehs. themse!ves, have 
beea the promoters of the art¢, have not thought it derogatory 
from their dignity to exchange the sceptre for the trowel}, have 
patronized our mystcrics, and have even joined our assemblies. 
As a mason, I would first recommend to your most serious 
contemplation, the volume of the sacred law, charging you to 
consider it asthe unerring standard of truth and justice, and te, 
regulate your actions by the divive precepts which it contains §. 


* Yes, but not the knowledge of Freemasonry. This association is 
wholly caleulated to perpetuate ignorance, and the metaphorical morality 
which is introduced, is only that common trick -of impostors to gild the 
poisonous pill. Freemasonry, like religion, bas dressed itself in scraps of 
morality, the better to deceive the carcless and ignorant; but morality, the 
only source of human happiness, cannot be properly tanght-:in conjunction 
with Religion or Freemasonry. It isa pure principle that admits of no ims 
provement by any mixture. To associate it with any alley is to detract 
from its worth, to mix it with immorality. The metaphorical explanation’ 
of the Masen’s tools is contemptible indeed ; that of the twenty-four iach 
guage ridiculous, prayer being made the primary duty of the day. Morality. 
is even injured by metaphor, . 


+ They. never promoted any thing that, on a large scale, tended to the 
welfare of mankind ; because their very cxistence as monarehs is opposed 
to that welfare. 


} It would be well, if thoy would, perpetually, hereafter, exchange the 
sceptre for the trowel. 


§ This is enough to shew the character of the whole concern. Hereisa 
book written by the most ignorant, or ccmpiled by the most corrupt and 
shameless of historians, wholly erroneous in its representations of the ma- 
terial system of the planets, and alike false in. physics and science gene- 
rally, that has no regular system of morals, nora delineation of any one 
good human character, but many bad ones, recommended tou Masons 4s THE” 
UNERRING STANDARD OF TRUTH AND JUSTICE ' y 


Some reverend Masons, Brother Oliver, the Provincial Grand Chaplaiw 
of the county of Lincoln, in particular, bave said that Masonry 15 FOUND, 
ED UPON RELIGION. It has cortainly sought of late to make a religiousap- 
pearance; butit did not originale religiously. Ihave no objection to have 
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Thereity you will be taught the important doty you owe to Gody 


to-yourmeighbour, and to yourself.—To God, by never mention- 
ing his name but with that awe and reverence which are due from 
the creature to his creator*, and by imploring his aid on all your 
lawful undertakings, and by looking upto him in every emergen- 
cy for comfort and support—To your neighbour, by acting with 
him upon the square, by rendering him every kind office which 
justice or mercy may require, by telieving iis distresses and by 
soothing his afflictions, and by doing to him, as, in similar cases, 
you would wish him to do to you.- And to yourself, by such a 
prudent and well regulated coursé of discipline, as may best con- 
duce to the preservation of your corporeal and mental faculties in 
their fullest energy: thereby enabling you to.exert the talents 
wherewith God has blest you, as well to his glory, as to the wel 
fare of your fellow creatures. 

As a citizeu of the world, I am nextto enjoin you to be exem- 
plary in the discharge of your civil duties, by never proposing, or 
at all countenancing, any act that may have a tendency to sub- 
vert the peace and good order of society; by paying due 
obedience tothe laws of any state which may for a time become 
the place of your residence, or afford you its protection; and, 
above all, by never lostng sight of the allegiance due to the So- 
vereign of your native land: ever remembering, that nature has 
implanted i in your breast a sacred and indisscluble attachment 
to that country, from which you derived your birth and infant 
nurture. 

As an individual, fam furiher to recommend tiie practice of 
every domestic as well as public virtue. Let Prudence direct 
you! Temperance chasten you! Fortitude support you: and jus- 
tice be the guide of all your actions, Be especially careful to 
maintain in the fullest splendour, those truly masonic ornaments 
which have already been amply illustrated—benevolence and 
charity. 

Still, however, as a mason, there are other excellencies of cha- 
racter to which your attention may be peculiarly and forcibly di- 
rected. Among the foremost of these are secrecy, fidelity, and 
obedience. 

Seerecy may be said to consist in an inviolable adticrence to the 





it called the science of the Bible; but then I will not allow it to be either 
good or uscful. Ils association with religion or morality, even its preten- 
sions to benevolent brotherhood, are of modern origin. No pretensions of 
the kind existed, no purpose of the kind was pretended when the Sociely 
was Confined to Operative Masons. It originated as all other Trade Socie- 
ties have originated. 


¥ On this ground, as God is the creature of a diseased imagination, be 
ought to be called upon to perform the duties here prescribed. 
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obligation you have entered into, never improperly to reveal any’ | 
of those masonic secrets which have vow been, or may at any fu- 
ture time be, intrusted to your keeping; and cautiously to shun 
all oceasions which might inadvertently lead you to do so. 

Your fidelity must be exemplified by a strict observance of the 
constitutions of the fraternity, by adhering to the ancient land- 
marks of the order; by never attempting to extort, or otherwise 
unduly obtain, the secrets of a superior degree; and by refraining 
to recommend any one toa participation “of our sec rts, unless 
you have strong grounds to believe, that, by a similar fidelity, he 
will ultimately reflect honour on our choice. 

So must your obedience be proved by a close conformity to our 
laws and regulations; by prompt attention to all signs and sum- 
monses ; by modest and correct demeanour whilst in the Lodge ; 
by abstaining from every topic of religious or political discussion ; 
by ready acquiescence in all votes and resolutions duly passed 
by the brethren; and by perfect submission to the master and 
his wardens whilst acting in the discharge of their respective 
offices. 

And, as a last general recommendation, let me exhort you to 
dedicate yourself to such pursuits as may enable you to become 
at once respectable in your rank of life, useful to mankind, and 
an ornament to the society of which you have this day been ad- 
mitted a member: that you would more especially devote a part 
of your leisure hours to the study of such of the liberal arts and 
sciences, as may lie within the compass of your attainment, and 
that, without neglecting the ordinary duties of your station, vou 
will consider yourself called upon tu make a daily advancentent 
in masonic knowledge. 

From the very commendable attention which you appear to have 
given to this charge, 1 am led.to hope, that you will duly appre» 
ciate the excellence of Freemasonry, and imprint indelibly on 
your mind the sacred dictates of truth, honour and virtue. 

This may be considered the coinpletion of the initiation, and I 
proceed to close my first letter, by describing the manner in which 
a lodge in the first degree is closed. In another letter, 1 shall 
describe what is called the working of a lodge, and make some 
general comments on what has been exhibited in the first degree. 

(The master knocks, which is answered by a knock from the 
two wardens as a cali to order.) 

W.M. Brethren, assist me to close the lodge.—Brother Junior 

Warden, the constant care of every Mason? 

J: W To prove the lodge close tiled. 

W. M. Direct that duty to be done. 

J. W. Brother Inner Guard, you will prove the lodge close 
tiled. (The J. G. gives three knocks on the inside of the door, 
which are answered by three knocks from the outer guard or 
Tiler, and indicates that the Ledge is close tiled.) 














30 . THE REPUBLICAN: 


I, Gi Brother Junior Wardeo, the lodge is close’ tiled." (This 
communication is: made with the ‘sign, and the Janior Wardex 
gives three knocks, makes the sign, and reports to the master that 
the lodge is close tiled.) | | 

W. M. Brother Senior Warden, what is the next care ? 

18. W. To see the brethren appear to order'as Masons. 

W.M. To order, brethren, as Masons.— Brother Senior War- 
den, your situation in the lodge? 

S. W. In the West. | 

W.M. Your duty when so placed ? 

S. W. As the Sun disappears in the west, to close the day, so 
the Senior Warden is placed in the west to close the lodge by 
command of the Worshipful Master, after seeing that every one 
has his just dues. 

W.M. Our lodge being thus duly formed, before I proceed to 
declare it closed, let us with all humility and reverence express 
our gratitude to the great Architect of the Universe for favours al- 
ready received, and may he still continue to support our order, by 
cementing and adorning us with every moral and social virtue. 

‘P.M. So mote it be. | 

W.M. Brother Senior Warden, our labours being ended, yo 
have my command to close the lodge. 

_§. W. Brethren, in the name of the Great Architect of the Uni- 
verse, and by the command of the Worshipful Master, I declare 
this lodge closed. 

J. W. [tis accordingly so done, and stands closed until the 
barring all cases of emergency, of which the brethren shall be ap- 
prized by summons. ( Each of the officers gives three knooks, as 
each pronounced the lodge closed, and puts down the instru- 
ment which is the ensign of his authority. ) 

“P.M. Brethren, nothing more remains to be done; but, ac- 
cording to ancient custom, to lock up our secrets in the safe and 
sacred receptacles of our hearts, with fear, faith and fidelity, and 
may God be with us. (Closes the Bible.) 

Oceasionally, a charge is delivered at the closing of the lodge 
by the Master, in the following words: — , 

When the lodge is closed you are to enjoy yourselves with in- 
nocent mirth, and carefully avoid excess. You are nut to compel 
any brother to act contrary to his inclination, or give offence by 
word or deed; but to enjoy a free and easy conversation. You are 
to avoid immoral or obscene discourse, and at all times: support, 
with propriety, the dignity of your character. You are to be 
cautious in your words and carriage, that the most penetrating 
stranger may not discover or find out what is not proper to be in- 





timated: and, if necessary, you are to waive the discourse and 


manage it prudently, for the honour of the fraternity. At home, 
and in your several neighbourhoods, you are to behave as wise 
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and moral men. You are never tocommunicate to your families, 
friendsyor_acquaintanees, the private transactions of our different 
assemblies; but,.on,every occasion, consult your honour and,the, 
reputation of the fraternity at large. You are to study the,pre+: 
servation of health, by avoiding irregularity and intemperanée, 
that your families may not be neglected and injured, or ’your- 
selves disabled from attending to your necessary employments’ in 
life. ’ ! 

If a stranger apply in the character of a mason, you are ¢auti- 
ously to examine him in such a method as prudence may direct, 
and agreeable to the forms established among masons, that you 
may not be imposed-upon by an ignorant false pretender, whom 
you are to reject with contempt; and beware of giving him any 
secret hints of knowledge. | 

Bat,, if you discover him to be a true and genuine brother, you 
are to respéct him: 4f he be in want, you are without prejudice to 
rclieve him, or direct him how he may be relieved; you are to 
employ him or recommend him to employment. | However, you’ 
are not charged to do beyond your ability, only to prefer a poor 
mason, who is a good man and true, before any other person ‘in 
the same circumstances, : [.¥ 

Finally, these rules you are always to observe and enforce, and’ 
also the duties which have been communicated in the lecture. 
Cultivate brotherly love, the foundation and. cape-stone, the.ces. 
ment and glory of this ancient fraternity, avoiding, on every o¢ca- 
sion, wrangling and Pash slandering and backbiting: not 
permitting others to slander honest brethren; but defending their 
characters, and doing them good offices, as far as may he con- 
sistent with your honour and safety and no farther. Hence all 
may see the benign influence of masonry, as all true masons have 
done from the beginning of the world and will do. to the end of 
time. Amen, so mote it be. 

Having completely developed the frivolous secrets of masonry, 
in the first degree, I declare this letter closed, and remain your 
trusty brother, in all revelations, masonic, divine, moral or useful. 


RICHARD CARLILE; 


P.S. REVELATION FOR EVER! 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 





I acknowledge the receipt of £1 5s. Od. from Richmond, York- 
shire, as a further subscription, and will, in a few months 
time, make an effort to establish a joint stock company, for 
the publication of the most useful standard books. We could 
begin with the present offers to take shares; but circumstances 
point out the propriety of a delay to the commencement of ano- 
ther year. In such an investment of money, there cannot possibly 
be either error, danger, or fature loss; but there is a sure prospect 
of interest for the money deposited, in the circumstance, that we 
can work with so small a sam of money as a hundred pounds, or 
advantageously employ a hundred thousand, The first deposit 
will set the Press to work, and all future ones can but accele- 
rate if, 

Mr. Lowe’s Letter will be printed as soon as a corner offers 
room. The subject of providing a series of books for children 
and schools, void of immorality and spirituality, has been long 
contemplated. The task iseasy, the means of printing and slereo- 
typing alone are wanted. 

_ Ephraim Smooth shall have as early an insertion as possible. 
He writes, that twelve jurymen have found, that God, visited a 


‘London Brothel lately, and that the mistress of the brothel was, 


like another Semele, killed, by that visitation! Oh! the Chris- 
tians! 

Mr. Joseph Swan bas my best thanks for the hat he has sent 
me. I shall putit in wear, as soon as I have worn out the Slea- 
ford hat, which will not be for some time yet. I should have been 
glad to hear of his success in trade and restored health, after his 
five years of suffering. He has lived to hear of Castlereagh’s 
throat-cutting, and if he lives a few years longer, he will certainly 
hear many more joyous sounds, if not of the same kind, of the 
same good tendency. 

The God.of the Jews and Christians or the likeness of the Tri- 
nity in Unity is lithographed and on sale. The print is coloured 
and will be sold for a shilling. Whoever has seen the Wesleyan 
Methodists’ prints of the Indian Gods will feel assured, that this 
of the Jews and Christians has the same origin. 


R. C. 





Printed and Published by R. Cartrcy, 135, Fleet Street.—All Correspon- 
dences for the “ Republican” to be left at the place of publication. 
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